Private eligibility guide

Eligibility Guide

For experienced professionals, entrepreneurs and executives

A selective recognition path

An Honorary Doctorate is not a one-size-fits-all process. Each university has its own standards, values
and expectations. Eligibility is highly individual and depends on the specific institution, the candidate’s
background and the overall institutional fit.

Recognition Review Interview

Based on professional Includes background assessment, An English-language interview is
achievements, expertise and profile fit and institutional required as part of the initial
contribution. expectations. review.

This guide explains common evaluation factors and the difference between an Honorary
Doctorate and a traditional PhD. It is intended for initial orientation only and does not guarantee
eligibility, acceptance, nomination or degree conferral by any institution.

Important note

Many universities require a charitable contribution to institutional development as part of the wider
process. A donation, by itself, does not guarantee acceptance or conferral. The decision always depends

on institutional review and fit.
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PART 1

Common criteria for an Honorary Doctorate

Eligibility usually depends not on one factor, but on the right combination of background,
achievements, public value and institutional fit. In practice, universities often look at the following
areas:

1. Academic background

An initial academic degree, such as a Bachelor’s degree, is often seen as an advantage. Higher education
can support the application, although each institution evaluates candidates according to its own
standards.

2. Professional experience

Strong expertise in one field is important. Many institutions prefer candidates with long-term
professional achievement, often 10+ years of experience, and frequently candidates over the age of 40.

3. Social impact mindset

Many institutions value people who actively contribute - or clearly aspire to contribute - to society,
education, community development, culture, business, public life or the environment.

4. Charitable contribution

Some universities require a charitable donation to institutional development as part of the wider
process. This should be understood as support for the institution, not as a guarantee of any result.

Why strategy matters

The right strategy can make a major difference. Professional guidance helps applicants understand their
position, identify suitable pathways, strengthen weak points in their profile and navigate university-
specific expectations in a realistic and efficient way.
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PART 2

International recognition and the difference from a PhD

Internationally recognized institutions

We work only with educational institutions that are internationally recognized. At the same time,
recognition status, title usage and institutional requirements should always be reviewed according to
the specific university, jurisdiction and purpose of use.

Honorary Doctorate vs. PhD

Honorary Doctorate Traditional PhD

Awarded in recognition of professional A formal academic research degree that usually
achievements, expertise and contribution to a field = requires years of study, supervision, dissertation
or to society. It acknowledges real-world impact work and academic examination.

and accomplishments.

These are two very different paths, with different purposes, requirements and timelines. We
specialize in Honorary Doctorate programs, not PhD programs.

PART 3

Timeline and next steps

Unlike a PhD program, an Honorary Doctorate process is usually faster because it is not a traditional
academic research degree and does not normally involve years of classes or dissertation supervision.

The preparation stage may include interviews, background review and administrative steps. In many
cases, this stage takes around one month. The full timeline depends on the university: some institutions
hold conferral or graduation ceremonies every quarter, while others do so only twice a year.

Initial form Eligibility review Interview Pathway
Submit basic profile Your background is assessed An English-language If suitable, next steps and
information for review. against typical criteria. interview is completed as requirements are explained.

part of the review.

Final clarification

Submitting an inquiry or completing an eligibility review does not guarantee acceptance, nomination,
admission or degree conferral. Every case depends on institutional review and the candidate’s actual
background.
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